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10:55-11:05 The Importance and Dangers of Visualization ðUse & Theory

11:05-11:20 The Epistolarium ðNetworks, Topics & Tools

11:20-11:25 Computational Modeling 

11:25-11:35 Move to other room

11:35-11:50 Sci2 Tool Basics 

11:50-12:10 Sci2 Workflow Design: Padgett's Florentine Families - Prepare, load, 
analyze, and visualize family and business networks from 15th century 
Florence. 

12:10-12:20 Q&A and Technical Assistance

Workshop Overview
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The Importance and Dangers of Visualization:

Use & Theory
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Uses of Visualization

üSolidifies objects of inquiry

üExploration

üDiscovery

üTrend-spotting

üEvidence

üAudience Engagement

üEngaging public / funding agencies



The Importance of Visualization

[Visualization] aim at more than making the invisible visible.  [It aspires] to 

all-at-once-ness, the condensation of laborious, step-by-step procedures 

in to an immediate coup dõoeilé  What was a painstaking process of 

calculation and correlationñfor example, in the construction of a table 

of variablesñbecomes a flash of intuition.  And all-at-once intuition is 

traditionally the way that angels know, in contrast to the plodding 

demonstrations of humans.

Descartesõs craving for angelic all-at-once-ness emerged forcefully in his 

mathematicsé, compressing the steps of mathematical proof into a 

single bright flare of insight: òI see the whole thing at once, by intuition.ó

Lorraine Daston ðOn Scientific Observation



Warnings

[H]umanists have adopted many applications such as GIS mapping, graphs, and 

charts for statistical display that were developed in other disciplinesé such 

graphical tools are a kind of intellectual Trojan horseé

Data pass themselves off as mere descriptions of a priori conditions. Rendering 

observation(the act of creating a statistical, empirical, or subjective account or 

image) as if it were the same as the phenomena observedcollapses the critical distance 

between the phenomenal world and its interpretation, undoing the basis of 

interpretation on which humanistic knowledge production is based... we seem 

ready and eager to suspend critical judgment in a rush to visualization. 

Johanna Drucker ðHumanities Approaches to Graphical Display



Warnings

üData format limits use, already an act of 

interpretation.

üStatistics is often misused (wield it very carefully).

üInterpreting spatial distance as meaningful.

üAlways include a legend (this presentation breaks 

that rule).

üAccidental legitimization in eyes of public.



Character Networks in the 19th Century British Novel

-Graham Sack

I use computational methods to count the frequency and co-

occurrence of a generally ignored sub -class of common words,

namely, character names . Character names are often regarded as

noise and excluded from authorship and stylistics analysis

because they are not consistent across texts . This study makes

character names its main object of analysis because the

objective is quite different : rather than style or authorship, this

study attempts to make inferences about characterization and

social form , two areas about which computational analysis has

had comparatively little to say.



Character Networks in the 19th Century British Novel

-Graham Sack
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Word Co-Occurrences in European Fairytales

-Jorgensen & Weingart
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The Epistolarium ðNetworks, Topics & Tools
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Networks



Networks



Networks

Correspondence, Citation, and Co-Citation 
Networks show no less nor more information 
than is already available to the researcher, and 
is subject to the same biases.

These networks show that same information in 
a new light, and allows us to ask new sorts of 
questions, rethink our objects of inquiry, and 
systematize our methods of large scale analysis 
and comparison.



The Epistolarium

Simon Episcopius
in CEN network



The Epistolarium

Grotius corpus
French letters


