
Analyzing, Visualizing, and Navigating 

the Republic of Letters
School of Library and Information Science

Department of History & Philosophy of Science

Indiana University, Bloomington, IN 

Scott Weingart

http://www.scottbot.net

Bodleian Digital Library Systems and 

Services at Osney Mead 

Oxford, UK

14:00-16:00 on July 11, 2011

http://www.scottbot.net/


Schedule

· 14:05 - 14:15:  Why Visualize?

· 14:15 - 14:30:  Visualizations of the Republic of Letters

· 14:30 - 14:45:  Future Possibilities

· 14:45 - 14:55:  Questions

· 15 Minute Break

· 15:10 - 15:15:  Data Conceptualizations

· 15:15 - 15:25:  Data Formats

· 15:25 - 15: 40:  Visualization Packages

· 15:40 - 15:45:  To-Do

· 15:45 - 16:00:  Questions
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INSPIRATION

Why Visualize?



Napoleonõs March-Minard

Army Location,  Direction,  Split,  Size  |  Temperature  |  Time

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/29/Minard.png

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/29/Minard.png


THE MANY USES

Why Visualize?



The Importance of Visualization

[Visualizations] aim at more than making the invisible visible.  [They aspire] 

to all-at-once-ness, the condensation of laborious, step-by-step 

procedures in to an immediate coup dõoeilé  What was a painstaking 

process of calculation and correlationñfor example, in the construction 

of a table of variablesñbecomes a flash of intuition.  And all-at-once 

intuition is traditionally the way that angels know, in contrast to the 

plodding demonstrations of humans.

Descartesõscraving for angelic all-at-once-nessemerged forcefully in his 

mathematicsé, compressing the steps of mathematical proof into a 

single bright flare of insight: òI see the whole thing at once, by intuition.ó

Lorraine DastonðOn Scientific Observation



The Many Uses of Visualizations

·Solidification of objects of inquiry

·Summarizing data 

·Exploration/Navigation

·Discovery

·Trend-spotting

·Evidence

·Audience Engagement

·Engaging public / funding agencies
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PREVIOUS WORK

Visualizations of the Republic of Letters



PeirescCorrespondence-Mandrou

Correspondents Per City  |  Geographic Spread


